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MOROCCO. 
TANGIER. 


: Consul White to the Larl of Kimberley. 


My Lord, Tangier, September 25, 1894. 

I nave the honour to transmit herewith my Report on ‘Trade, 
Commerce, and Agriculture of this Consular District during the 
year 1893. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT E. WHITE. 
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Report on the Trade, Commerce, §c., of the Consular District of 
Tangier for the Year 1893. 
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Preliminary Remarks. 


as [ have observed in my previous reports, it is necessary in 
reviewing the trade of Tangier to take into account also that of 
the neighbouring ports of Laraiche and Rabat, for it is by thes: 
three ports that the northern and eastern portions of Morocco, with 
their nnportant trade centres of Fez and Mequinez, draw ‘their 
supplics of foreign goods, and export their native manufactures 
and produce. ‘The returns for any one of these ports, taken 
separately, might very probably lead one to draw very false con- 
clusions as to the progress or decline of the general commerce of 
the district, for trade is diverted from one to other of these ports 
by various local causes, and a decrease observable in the trade of 
one of them may be more than compensated by a large increase in 
the trade of another, or vice versa. 

General tmde. I regret, however, to have to report that in the year under 
review the decrease in trade, both export and import, has been 
general, the only increase reported being in exports at Tangier and 
Rabat, and in imports at Laraiche. The returns for the whole 
district show a fall from 378,1720. in 1892 to 376,064. in 1893, or 
54 per cent. in exports, and from 1,010,648. to 936,9371, or 
7 per cent. in imports, and the decrease would be more marked if 
we left out of consideration the specie. A reference to my report 
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of last year will show that this falling-off was anticipated; it was Cause of 
caused by the shortness of the crops, by the rise of the rates of decline. 
exchange, and by the introduction of depreciated coins, on which 
I shall touch later. ; 
Tappend to this report a table showing the shares of Great 
Britain, France, and Germany in the trade of the whole district 
during the years 1893 and 1892. 
From this table it wil] be seen that exports to Great Britain British trade. 
have declined 18 per cent., and imports from Great Britain 12 per 
cent., and that the trade with France has likewise tallen off French trade. 
134 per cent. in exports and 31 per cent. in impurts. but German German trade. 
trade has increased in both branches, the value of exports to 
Germany being 156 per cent. greater than in 1892, and of imports 
24 per cent. greater, the total figures, however, still remaining far 
below those of England and France; the agerecate trade of the 
three countries in 1893 being: Great Britain, 6$0.215L ; France, 
386,2937.; Germany, 96,6392. 
Taking the trade of the port of Tangier alone we find that Tasgier trade. 
exports have increased by 15 per cent., or, if we take no account 
of specie, by 12 per cent., and that imports have decreased by 
>= per cent. 
Thus, whether we examine the trade of the whole district or 
that of Tangier alone, the yéar must be regarded as an unsatis- 
factory one. 


Imports. 


The total value of goods imported into the whole district In district 
during the year 1893 was 936,937, or 73,7111 less than in the 
preceding year, but 75,8381. more than in 1891. Of this amount 
Great Britain supplied goods to the value of 496,0531, whilst 
French goods are valued at 12,7531, German at 93,2027. 

The figures for the port of Tangier alone show a total value of At Tangier. 
493,741, distributed as follows :—Great Britain, 260,104 ; 

France, 149,3102 ; Germany, 56,4251. ; Spain, 25,4871; and other 
countries, 2.4461. 

Great Britain still has a practical monopoly in cottons, tea, and Great Britain. 
candles, and supplies also a great proportion of hardware, flour, 
spices, and other groceries. 

France retains its hold of the market in loaf sugar, and sends France. 
also raw silk, silks, tiles, flour, hardware, wine, china, and earthen- 


ware. 
The principal Austrian and German goods imported are cloths, austria snd 
hardware, glass, chinaware, aud crushed sugar. Germany. 


From Spain are brought wines and spirits, bricks and tiles, and Spain. 
some Barcelona cottons. 


Belgium sends its iron, and also some sugar and cloth. Relgium. 
The timber is principally of Swedish origin. Sweden. 


On referring to the annexed returns of the principal] articles of 
import, and comparing the values indicated for each of the more 
important items with those for the preceding year, a marked ' 
(1823) A 38 
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falling-off is observable in most of them, the decrease being 
naturally more noticeable in the case of articles which may be con- 
sidered luxuries than in those which have become necessaries. 

Cottons. Commencing with the principal item, cotton manufactured 
goods, we find ‘that the return for Tangier shows a decrease of 
about 4,2502, or about 21 per cent., whilst in the whole district 
the decrease is about 41,0002, or nearly 20 per cent., the falling-off 
ieee most marked in Rabat, where it amounted to about 24,4202, 

r 29 per cent., more than counterbalancing the increase of 14,1002. 
sheervahle at Laraiche. ‘The decrease in this branch of imports 
concerns us more particularly, as the trade is nearly entirely in the 
hands of British manufacturers, though France, Switzerland, and 
Germeny supply a certain quantity of sateens 8, grenadines, and 
muslins, and Spain sends some croydons, T-cloths, towels. and 
hosiery from Barcelona looms. ‘The decrease is attributable to the 
unsettled state of trade referred to above, and to the difficulty 
which has been experienced in recovering payments, which caused 
the chief Manchester firms supplying ‘this market to be more 
cautious than usual in giving credit. 

Loaf sugar. The next most important item is loaf sugar, which, like tea, 
may now he classed as a necessary rather than a luxury in this 
country, the natives being willing to deny themselves most things 
rather than tea and sugar. It is, therefore, not surprising to find 
that, notwithstanding the general ‘depression of trade, the quantity 
of sugar imported has slick dly increased, the phe of the amount 
imported into the whole district being 152.7731, as against 
150,0002 in 1892. This trade remains aa entaiely in the 
hands of French refiners, who supplied 145,217/. worth of loaf 
sugar during the year. the remainder being prinedpally of German 
and Belgian origin, shipped to this country vii Hamburg. 

Raw silk. Raw silk, ‘essentially a Juxury, forms a good test of the 
prosperity or poverty of the country: it figures in this year’s 
returns for the district for a total value of 42,2782. being a 
decrease of 33! per cent., from 63,658/, the value of the quantity 
imported in % 392. 

This year the business was further restricted by the high prices 
ruling in Italy and Marseilles, and also imitations of native silk 
textiles are now brought from Lyons, and, being cheaper, are re- 
placing to some extent the silks of native manufacture, smaller 
quantities of the raw material being consequently required. The 
silk is brought entirely from Marseilles. 

Tes Tea, like sugar, shows a slight increase, the value of the total 
amount imported into the district being 40,9822, whereas in 1892 
it was 39.2791. Nearly the whole quantity, ic. 40,0401. out of a 
total of 40,9821, was brought from London. 

The classes of tea in ‘request amongst the Moors remain the 
same as before, viz., Hysons at from 7d. ‘to Is. 6d. per Ib. 

Candles. Candles, another of the principal articles imported from Great 
Britain, show a falling-off, the aggregate value of the quantities 
imported at all the ports of the district being 23,1471, whereas in 
1892 it was 30,1092. England still retains its hold on the market 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


TANGIER. 5 
having supplied candles to the value of 22,5161. Some German ’ 
firms placed on the market during the year German candles of 
inferior quality at very low prices with a view to underselling the 
British candles, but without success. 

There has been a slight increase in the quantity of cloth im- Cloth. 

ported, though the amount still falls far short of the exceptionally 
large quantity imported in 1891: the figures being, 1893, 34,3152 ; 
1892, 33,1832. ; and in 1891, 40,6442. Germany and Austria still 
claim the largest share in the trade, Belgium also supplying a 
certain quantity which is shipped vii Hamburg. Cloth of English 
manufacture, except “army cloths” sometimes imported by the 
Moorish Government for making uniforms, are in small demand, 
the Moors preferring the cheap foreign cloths, which when new 
have a high gloss and look nice, to the better and more durable, 
but dearer, English cloths. 

The Tangier return shows a decrease in the value of building Building 

materials imported, there having been a temporary lull in building. "™e"!s 
The total value of such material introduced at Tangier during 
the year was 10,5561, of which the principal articles were tiles, 
3,5881.; bricks and roofing tiles, 2,8012, all chiefly of French 
origin, though almost 1,480/. worth came from Spain ; “ Portland” 
cement, 13841, also mestly of French origin, only 443/. coming 
from Great Britain; timber and woodwork, 1,7102, of which 
Sweden supplied 1,000/. worth of timber; and 598Z. worth of iron 
rafters from Belgium. 

Furniture, &c., figures this year for 46652, of which Great Furniture, de. 
Britain is credited with 1,S001, and France with 1,1267: the 
principal item being bedsteads, which find a ready sale in this 
country. 

The total value of provisions and groceries, exclusive of sugar, Provisions, 
tea, and candles, imported at Tangier during the year amounted to £*eries, &e. 
upwards of 31,000/, England and France claiming respectively 
about 14,0007. and 13,0002 as their shares in the trade. Of the 
total amount, 14,0371 is tor flour, mostly brought from England, 

France, and Algeria; and 3,468/ for coffee for which 1,4962. worth 
came from England, and 1,6422. from Germany. 

The total value of crockery and glassware imported into the Earthenware, 
district in 1893 was about 12,0002, or some 2,0002. less than in on and 
1892. The greater portion of it came from Austria and Germany, 2" 
whilst France supplied 4,0002. worth, and England only 1,5302. 

The hardware trade appears to have remained stationary, the Hardware. 
total value of the quantity imported into the district amounting to 
nearly 19,0002, whereas in the preceding year it slightly exceeded 
that figure. Great Britain is credited with half the total value, 
Germany with a quarter, and France with about one-fifth. 

Wines and spirits, beer, &c., were imported during the year to Wines and 
a total value of about 13,500/.,a large proportion of this amount Spirits. 
being, I fear, for inferior spirits. Of the 9,876/. worth imported at 
Tangier, 1.5561. was from Great Britain; 3,005 from France; 

2,314/. from Germany; and 2,071/. from Spain. 3,7201. of the 
total being for wine, 776/. for beer, and the remainder for alcohol 
and spirits in various forms. 

(1823) A 4 
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Rates of Exchange. 


Jn my last report I drew attention to the bad effect upon the 
import trade of the great rise in the rates of exchange which are 
ruled in great measure by che rates at Madrid, and is pointed out 
that the evil was one which was increasing, and which would in- 
juriously affect the import trade of 1893. Before the year 1891 
the premiums on English money had hardly ever touched 5 per 
cent., in 1892 it rose to 19 per cent., falling again in the latter part 
of the year to 17 per cent. and 174 per cent. 5 and in 1893 it reached 
a maximum of 25 per cent., fluctuating between that figure and 
18 per cent., as will be seen from the following table — 


Rares of Exchange at Tangier during the Year 1893. 























Month. Per Cent. 

January F 3 193 

February se . 20 

March ae ate 7 193. 

April te the : 183 

May.. ; ee . 18} 

June 3 x ‘ 6 18 

July... ae : 3 21 

August 2 a a 212 

September .. be 2 : 22: 

October Z aa Zs i 25 

November .. os oa ‘ 24 

December .. Re - a 25 
Depreciated In addition to this high rate of exchange there was another 
coin. element in connection with the currency that had a serious effect 


upon commerce, and especially upon the import trade; that was 
the introduction into the country of large quantities of depreciated 
Spanish coins—Isabella dollars not current in Spain. and Philippine 
silver money. The injurious effect of these coins was soon ap- 
parent, and representations being made to the authorities the im- 
portation was prohibited, but unfortunately the prohibition proved 
easy to evade, and consequently these coins continued to be 
surreptitiously introduced to the great detriment of trade, the rate 
of discount on them being subject to great fluctuations, and differ- 
ing in neighbouring districts, so that a regular business arose in 
transferring them from district to districk. Large quantities of 
these coins passed into the hands of the natives in payment of 
grain, wool, cattle, &c., and the natives, having received them at 
par and having in many cases no other money, had difficulty in 
purchasing imported g goods, whilst merchants were forced either to 
receive these coins or “greatly restrict their operations. 

Specie. The figures given for specie imported are far below their proper 
amount, as they do not include the depreciated coins introduced 
into the countr: “f, the amount of which it is impossible to a.certain 
even approximately, but which must be considerable. A large 
portion of the specie exported went to France partly in payment 
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of the silver coins being minted in Paris for the Sultan, and partly 
for the purchase of French money with Spanish dollars, the rate of 
exchinge having frequently been more favourable at Paris than 
here. 

Tn the same way at one time the rate of exchange for English 
money was lower at Gibraltar than here, and consequently specie 
was sent there for purchase of bills on England. 


Export. 


Passing to exports we find the total value of all articles General. 

exported from the whole district amounted to 376,0641, whereas 

in 1892 it was 378,1721.; of this total amount the share of Great 

Britaia and Gibraltar was 184,162/., of France and Algeria 73,5401, 

and of Germany 34371 Confining ourselves to the port of 4¢ pangier. 
Tangier we find the total value 287,5602. as against 2504712 in 

1892; of that amount 143,848/. went to Great Britain and 
Gibraltar, 37,4931. to France and her dependencies, and 93,0701. 

to Spain. 

The principal articles expofted to England from the district British. 
are, birdseed, wool, dates, beans, goatskins; whilst to Gibraltar go 
oxen, exes, and fowls, and also slippers, woollen textiles, &c., for 
transhipment. 

In consequence of the disappearance of foot-and-mouth disease Oxen. 
amongst the cattle in Morocco, and the removal of the prohibition 
of their importation inte Spain and Portugal, the number of cattle 
exported from Tangier during 1893 was considerably greater than 
during the preceding year, though still short of the number in 
1891, the figures being as follows :—1891, 18,833 head, value 
112,99S7. ; 1892, 10,690 head, value 64,140/ ; 1893, 16,928 head, 
value 101,568/ ; of this latter number 8,250 went to Gibraltar, 

7,500 to Spain, 121 to Algeria, and 1,057 to Portugal. 

The next most important article of export from Tangier is eggs, Eggs. 
of wich 21,200,000, value 38,160/., were shipped during the year, 
viz., 3,450,000 to Gibraltar, and 17,750,000 toSpain. This number 
is slightly in excess of the preceding year. The egg trade is 
developing considerably, large shipments being now also made 
from the coast towns. 

‘The number of fowls exported remains about the same, viz., Fowls. 
9,420 dozens valued at 4,714/. They are shipped entirely to 
Gibraltar and Spain. 

Slippers were exported from Tangier during the year to the Slippers 
value of 21,2401, the wreater part being sent to Gibraitar for 
transhipment to the ports on the southern shore of the Mediter- 
ranean, where they are still] in request, though not to the same 
extent as formerly. 

The value of woollen textiles exported at Tangier has again Woollens. 
fallen to its normal figure; the large quantity exported in 1892 
being quite exceptional. They are exported for the use of natives 
of other Mussulman countries. 
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Goat-skins likewise remain at a low figure, the demand for 
them in Europe and America having in great measure ceased, 
better skins being procurable elsewhere. Of the 11 A491. w orth 
shipped from Tangier during the year, 4,235/. went to England, 
3,3002. to France. L,1882. to” Spain, and 1,710l. to Italy, smaller 
quantities being sent to other countries. 

Dates tigure this year for the value of 10,0351, which is eh 
the same as in 1891, 6,9301. worth went to England, and 2,250. 
to France. 

The quantity of beeswax exported has risen to 1,272 ewts. 
valued at 7,632/. The quality of the wax is not very good, as it 
is not well freed from impurities. 


Shipping. 


The general return of shipping at Tangier for the year shows i 
total entry of 1,055 vessels with an agerecate tonnage of 292.355 
tons, which is 120 entries and 36,202 tons in excess of the tigures 
for the preceding year: of this number 268 vessels were sinall 
sailing ships, almost all of them under the Spanish flag, and the 
remaining 787 were steamers representing an averesate tonnage 
of 285,415 tons. Thus in the year 1893 there were 21 sailine 
vessels with 627 tons, and 99 steamers with 35,575 tons more than 
in 1892. 

Of the steamers the largest number, viz., 372 with rate 
tons, were Spanish, whilst 303 with 63.585 tons were British. TS 
with 45,857 tons were French, and 27 with 23,805 tons were 
German. 

British shipping shows a decrease of 18 vessels with 5,307 tons 
since the preceding year, the decrease is principally observable i in 
the entries of the small steamers engaged in the local traftic 
between Gibraltar and Tangier which “show 11 entries less than 
1892,. being credited altogether with 263 entries representing 
21,247 tons. The Mersey Steamship Company of Messrs. Forwood 
Brothers and Co., trading between London aud the Moorish ports. 
made 18 entries with 14, 975 tons, or 5 entries less than the pre- 
ceding year. The other entries were 4 steamers of the Hall line 
calling to embark cattle for Lisbon, 12 Hadj steamers to convey 
pilgrims to Jeddah, 5 tourist vessels, and 3 other steamers. 

“Of the 372 steamers that entered under the Spanish flag during 
the year, 300 vessels with an aggregate of 117,128 tons were of the 
Spanish Compaifia. ‘Transatlantica, subsidised by the Spanish 
Government to carry the mails, which run three times a week from 
Cadiz to Gibraltar and back, touching at Tangier and Algeciras 
each way, thus making 6 entries a week at this port. ‘The steamers 
of the firm “Sons of Thomas Haynes,” of Cadiz, are credited with 
57 entries and 16,897 tons. They trade between Cadiz, Gibraltar, 
and the western ports of Morocco. There were also entries of 
11 Spanish steamers calling for oxen for Lisbon, and 3 other 
steamers make up the total of Spanish shipping. 
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The decrease noticed in 1892 in French shipping is still greater french. 
in the year 1893, the number of entries having fallen to 78 and 
the aggregate tonnage to 48,857. ‘The decrease is most marked in 
the case of the steamers of the Campagnie Transatlantique, which 
ire only credited with 20 entries and 17,489 tons, as against 
32 entries in 1892, and 75 in 1891, the cause being that they now 
only run fortnightly from Algeria to ‘Tangier, and do not go on to 
Cadiz. 

The steamers of the Compagnie Paquet of Marseilles, trading 
between that port and the Canary Islands, touching at Tangier and 
the western Moorish ports en route, made 44 entries in 1893, as 
against 48 in the preceding year. The remaining entries were 
chiefly of steamers bringing Moorish labourers back from Alseria, 
and also 1 Hadj steamer, and a vessel taking cattle to Lisbon. 

Fewer German steamers entered this port in 1893 than in the German. 
preceding year, their number and tonnage being 27 and 23,803 
respectively, whereas in 1892 there were 35 vessels with an 
wgoregate Of 27,529 tons. Of the 27 steamers, 13 were of the 
Woermann line, of Hamburg, which call at the >fcorish ports 
en route to the West Coast of ‘Africa, 4 of the Sloman line which 
run to Mediterranean ports, and 9 of the Atlas line, which also 
start from Hamburg and visit Antwerp, Lisbon, and the Moorish 
ports. 

Of the 7 Dutch steamers that visited this port during the year, Dutch. 
5 were of the Royal Netherlands Steamship Company on their 
way to the Dutch Indies, and the other 2 were English steamers 
temporarily sailing under the Dutch flag, which called to embark 
pilgrims for the holy places of the Hedjaz. 


Considerable inconvenience was caused to vessels envazed in Pitgriw trade 


the pilsrim trade by the absence of a properly equipped lazaretto Quarantine. 
for the segresation and disinfection of the Hadjes returning from 


” 


Mecca, where there had been a severe outbreak of cholera. A 
temporary lazaretto was established at the island off Mogador, and 
vessels were required to land all the Hadjes there: but some 
suspicious cases, pronounced by the medical officers to be cholera, 
having appeared on the island, it was decided not to aliow the 
landing of pilgrims in any part of Morocco until they had passed 
through some properly equipped lazaretto. 

The necessary permission having been obtained from the 
French authorities, the remaining returning pilgrims performed 
quarantine at the lazaretto at Matifou, and were then permitted to 
land at Tangier. 

No decision has yet been arrived at by the Morocco Board of 
Health as to the future treatment of pilgrims returning from 
Mecca in time of cholera. Vessels engaged in this trade should 
therefore be careful about embarking pilgrims returning to Tangier 
at such times. 

A disinfecting stove is now being erected at Tangier for use in 
ordinary cases when disinfection is necessary, and a slight increase 
has been temporarily made in the harbour dues in order to obtain Harbour 
the necessary funds for that purpose. dues. 
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10 MOROCCO. 
Population and Industry. 


Public health, © The pupulation of Tangier and its neighbourhood, both native 
and foreign, has been stationary. Again this year the number of 
visitors and winter residents has been below the average, various 
exceptional causes having tended to keep them away. There can, 

Tangier asa. however, be no doubt that Tangier is destined to become an im- 

health resors nortant health resort and place of winter residence, and when 

supplied with greater conveniences, sich as good roads suitable 
for carriage traffic, it will rival the most popular of the Mediter- 
ranean winter quarters. Conveniently situated, and easily 
reached by land or sea, ‘Tangier is favoured with a splendid 
climate and pretty country, whilst the place itself and the people 

Climate. are interesting and picturesque. As a health resort it has an 
advantage over its southern rivals, for the summer heat being not 
so great as the south of Europe, it is suitable as a place of resi- 
dence all the year round. Spring and autumn are the pleasantest 
seasons here, as sometimes there are heavy rains in the winter. 
The follewing table will show that from the middle of September 
till the end of June, Tangier is admirably adapted for the residence 
of Europeans, especially for those whose health requires them to 
escape. from the cold northern countries. 





A Av " i 

Month. Mean Mean 1 Average Ayes 
Temperature} Maximum (cco hie ml 

at 9am. |Temperature, “°™Perature. tofalt. 








i unemmmenttliesneementnmnameenamten —S_ 





laches 

January... i ie 517 56°8 473 4°97 

February el 543 59-1 48-8 3-15 

March .. .. ..| 57-3 61-1 52-4 5-58 

April .. 0. ef 604 64-8 54-1 4-00 

May ..  .. kL 64-4 68-2 58-9 2-36 

June... Sa ss 90 °3 75-2 : 62°7 0°36 

July .- ae 73°7 7755 65-7 0-08 

August .. Lb 73-6 777 | 66°8 0 03 

September ue 71-2 75°9 64*4 1-00 

October..  .. .. 65-2 69°3 | 59°7 4°00 

November ie be 59-2 62-1 55-2 2°95 

December ee * 53°39 | 58-4 49 °2 3°94 
Wages. ‘The rates of wages at Tangier remain the same, ic. from 2s, to 
5s. per diem for artisans, and from 10d. to 1s. 3d. for ordinary 

labourers. 

Engineering} | No new industries have been started during the year, but 


Messrs. It. Taylor and Sons, an Euglish firm of marine and general 
ergineers, have now opened small engineering works, where they 
are able to do repairing work for the steam mills established at 
Tangier, and all kinds of machinery. This: is the first business of 
the kind established in this country, and the very fact that there 
is no an opening for such a business tends to show a considerable 
advance in this place. 
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Agriculture. 


The harvest in this district was again short in 1893, owing to 
the drought in spring and to the damage by locusts. As a result 
it was found necessary to bring wheat and barley from the coast 
to Tangier to supply local wants. During the year the 38,020 ewts. 
of wheat and 54,360 ewts. of barley were brought to Tangier from 
the vsast, mostly from Daralbaida. 

Were the coastwise trade in grain to be thrown open free of Prohibition or 
duty, large quantities of corn would be brought to the northern a 
districts, and a great’ boon would be conferred on the people, for ~~ 
at present, in consequence of the expense of land transport, there 
is frequently a great difference in the prices of corn in the various 
districts; unfortunately, however, it has hitherto proved im- 
possible to obtain the Sultan’s permission for such free coastwise 
trade except occasionally for short terms. 

Happily there is at present every prospect of an exceptionally Prospects. 
fine harvest, the weather having been most favourable and the 
country having remained free from locusts, which for several years 
past have regularly made their appearance in spring. 


‘ 


Cattle. 


There has been no re-appearance of foot-and-mouth disease or 
other cattle plague, the number of oxen exported has consequently 
risen again, but the scarcity of pasture prevented its being a good 
year for cattle. 


TasLE showing Total Value of all Articles Exported from and 
Imported to the Ports in the District of Tangier during the 

















— _ eT 


Total oo --| 376,064 ; 278,172 936,937 1,010,648 


Years 1893-92. 
| Exports. Imports. 
Country. Se ee 
| 1893 1892, 1893. 1892 
£ £ £ { £ 
Great Britain and 
Gibraltar .. = ..|--184,162 213,100 496,058 | 565,622 
France and Algeria .. 73,540 85,005 312,758 323,664 
Germany oot “ce 3,437 1,340 93,202 | 90,710 
Other countries -| 114,925 78,727 34,929 | 30,652 
{ 
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12 MOROCCO. 
Return of all Shipping at the Port of paneler during the Year 
1893. 
ENTERED. 
ailing. team. ‘otal. 
j Saili § Tota! 
Nationality. —! eat ® i. ee ”, : ire ; ‘ 
Number of Number o umber o: 
| Vessels. Tens. Vessels. Tons. | Vessels. Tons. 
British i a | 4° 303 62,585 307 | 63.996 
Spanish... oat 256 5,593 3i2 142,615 628 148,208 
French wk. a 78 48,857 { 78 48,857 
German... Pe ee Ss : 2 23,803 ; 2 23,203 
Dutch seas each 1 127 7 6,555 | 8 6,682 
Norwegian... —... 1 7 aes eee ' 1 7 
Swedish... “| 2 88s oie bes 2 533 
Portuguese... ... 4 124 Gas a 4 _ 
Tota) ‘nee ata 268 6,919 137 285,415 1.055 292.355 
- forthe year 
preceding... oe aon ee see 935 256.153 
Creaxxp. 
a] 
Sailing. Steam. : Total. 
Nationality. | oe aa 
Spmueyet tom. | NVSIERT| one. SUERELSE] tons 
British .. «2 27 303 203.) 308 63,430 
Spanish... oes 249 ' 5,283 370 141,310: 619 146.605 
French ee = eee ate) Ge 43, } 3 48,030 
German... .. ove i oe a] 23,803 2 23,803 
Dutch gn 1: 1% i 6,855 3 6,682 
Norwegian...  ... a 7 sea ses | 1 95 
Swedish ... 2 583 éso ose i 2 sy 
Portuguese... ae 4; 124 “ a 4 124 
——j— — 
Total 2. 1 6,291 isa 282,008 j 1,042 289,409 
« forthe year! ‘ 
preceding | ese ee _ sei k 927 4 254,814 
Returs of Principal Articles of Export from ‘Tangier during the 
Years 1893-92. 
Fi ‘ t 
* ' . 1893. 3892. 
Articles. ‘ en a, =i 
| ; Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. E Value. 
ee — ’ ——— | —— 
H £ | £ 
Bark. sve ome ee Corts. 2,700 u14 a 
Beeswax... baa ee ae 
ts wen ooo ooo oo 
Crockers .-. nee ae . 
Dates oes ove oss ° 
Dyes seer yewees ieee aoe 
Eggse.. 20 eee wee wee 
Fowls oes _ eee saa 
Goat-hair ... wae dee see 
Goat-skins ... E eee aie 
Hides wos eet eve ash 
Leather, filaly —... ‘she aes 
Moorish curiosities tee oe 
Oxen... ave oo _ see 
Slippere —... eee 
Wool, wasbed and greasy ne 
Woollen manufactured goods ... 
Sundries... eee ove ee 
: Total oe wesw 


Specie ase wee ee ate 
Grand tetal og ae 
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Return of Principal Articles of Import to Tangier during the 
Years 1893-92. 






1892. 











































Articles. 


ae soem, 





Bags, empty eae ae 
Bricks and tiles... acs 
Candies... Per see 
Caps,red ... ese ace 
Cement... ous 
Chernicals and drags oon 
Cloth... ooo ose ae 


Coffee see ése 
Copper and brass ... 
Cotton manufactured goods 
Gotton, raw... woe 


Crockery, chins, &c. —... 
Deal planks and timber ... 
Dres, cochineal, &c. one 
Firearms ... ae eee 
Flour ose sme iam 
Furniture ... isos cee 
Glassware ... aaa Po 


Groceries and provisions 
oun, denzoin an. one 
Hides, fresh wie’ Ks eee 


Incense and pérfamery ... 
Iron, iron raiters, &c. 
Oils, cotton seed, ‘c01z2, olive 
Oi, ‘petroleum aaa” oss 
Linen, manufactured... 
Matches... ive wes 
Paints ise Kauss ¢ 4 Seen 
Sik— 

Manufactured ... ... 

Raw be ose ooo 
Spices sso: cease, {oon 
Stationery, paper, &c. ... 
Sugsr— 


Brown and crushed 
Losf 
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TABLE showing Total Value of all Articles Exported from and 
Imported to Tangier from and to Foreign Countries during 
the Years 1893-92. 




















' ; 
‘ Exports. . Imports. 
Country. i | 
k 
1893. {| 1898. 
£ £ ' £ 
Great Britain and : 
Gibraltar .. --{ 143,848 141,645 . 260,104 297,157 
France and Algeria .. 36,205 52,495 | 149,310 162,635 
Germany pe oe 2,607 671 =| 556,425 51,093 
Spain .. ss ie 93,070 47,196 | 25,487 13,128 
Belgium ox os 50 48 a 4,033 
Sweden .. oF PF. a ae | 1,113 1,900 
Holland.. .. 9 .. as ss " 1336 840 
Italy... -- «| 3,244 2781 + ea 
Portugal ewe} 6,822. 318 ie Pe 
Tunis .. wi s "| 100 355 | aig ais 
Tripoli... .. ee, 426 | 2366 ~ 
Dakar... -.| 1,188 2,596 2 es 
Total .. ..] 287,560 250,471 493,774 524,784 





TETUAN, 1893. 


Mr. Acting Consular-Agent E. J. Morant reports as follows :-— 


Preliminary Remarks. 


In considcring the trade of Tetuan for the year 1853 it mus 
be borne in mind that the season here was an exceptionally bad 
one, the rain failing at a critical moment. The uncertain condi- 
tion of the neighbourhood owing to the Spanish difficulties with 
the Riff, has caused a momentary cessation of commerce. 

General in view of the above conditions there is a very general falling- 
trade. off in both imports and exports, British trade, being predominant, 
has fallen more than others. , 


Imports. 


Importa, In reviewing the past import trade for the year 1893, we find 
that British imports, with one or two exceptions, retain the market. 
Some articles, such as cloth, cottons, coffee, flour, show a larger 
decrease owing to successful competition. ~ 
Great Britain. Chief imports from Great Britain are brass and copper, candles, 
cloth, coffee, cotton, flour, furniture, hardware, rice, saltpetre, 
spices, steel, and brown sugar. 
France supplies silk, matches, paper, and loaf sugar, and small 


pry quantities of cloth and flour. 
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From Germany come hardware, steel, a small quantity of Germany 
furniture, and cloth ; the sale of the latter has increased here owing : 
to its being in smaller lengths and very much cheaper than the 
British ; the quality is, however, very much inferior. 


J 


Spain sends building material, salt, hides from Ceuta, and Spain. 


fruit. 
Belgium, paper and sugar. Belgium. 
America has nearly all the flour trade here now. America. 


Exports. 


The exports from the port of Tetuan have fallen a good deal 
owing to the bad season, scarcity of money, &e. The falling-off 
has been most noticeable in almonds, canary seed, goat-skins, snuff, 
and wax. To balance this, however, a fairly brisk trade has been 
done in cork, bones, and oranges. 
English export is chiefly in bones, linseed, and part almonds. British. 
France takes part of the almonds, all the cork, of which there France. 
is a large and increasing trade. 
Eggs, onions, snuff, poultry, and a few oranges go to Gibraltar. Gibraltar. 


Spain takes oranges, snuff, and some eggs. Spain. 
All the wax here goes to Genoa. Italy. 
Shipping. 


The British shipping return shows an increase owing probably 
to the number of Spanish feluccas now sailing under the British 
flag. There would be undoubtedly a still Jarger increase were the 
lighterage arrangements in better working order, with the present 
arrangement .only feluccas are able to discharge at the time. 
Steamers avoid Tetuan for the same reason. : 
The French and German shipping is unimportant. Occasionally France and 
a French ship calls, but it is a rare occurrence. Germany. 
Spanish shipping shows a falling-off here, owing to the number Spanish 
. ¢@f Spanish feluccas now flying the British flag instead of the 


Spanish. 
Annex A.—Rertwrx of all Shipping at the Port of Tetuan during 
the Year 1893. 
EXTEBED. 








Nationality. 





British 
French... 
Norwegian... 
, Spanish __... 


Total... one 
x: for the year 
preceding 






(1823) B 
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CLEARED. 
i ; 
Sailing. Steam. Yotal. 
Nationality. nee j By Soe = seniaber ot 
* Number o . ‘ Number of gots Sumber 0 kako 
Vessels. Tons Vessels. Tons Vessels. Tons. 
Britsn ue 74} 1,350 8 968 79 jf 2taS 
French ase : ins Z 6 3,243 6 3.254 
Norwegian... 1! 180 im et » 3 186 
Syanish 5 68 870 2 4,888 su 5,758 
an me ne em ee ee —- = a rere a o —— eee eee | ee eee 
Toral sie on} a3 | 2,206 33 9,129 166 11,335 
., forthe year, , ; | 
preceding =. ie ‘ és ae ' F 145 7.033 


5 ‘ 
> . 





Annex B - Rerurn of Principal Articles of Export from Tetuan 
during the Years 1893-92. 














1893. 1892. 
Articics. 

Quantity. Value. Quentity. Value. 

£ og 
Almonds ..  .. Cuts... 75 188 300 ' 90 
Baskets, empty .. Pieces .. 4,100 , 95 +. 3,900 — 38 

Bones aA -- Cwts .. 3,120 | 39u ss 23 

Cork » » -« 35600 4 S50 nr ee 

Canary seed me 5: sie ae y an 150 + 63 
Eges .. 1. Thousands 504 | sg2 1,050 * 1,575 
Fowrs  .. -. Dozens.. 120 [| 60 10 fF 55 
Fresh freits oth -# 27 oe : 38 
Gost-skins .. Cwrs. .. a | a 10; 225 
Linseed... ee 7 -- 2,240 i §$2 1,350 | 54u 
Onronsx — ‘ 3 400 ' &0 1,500 3.0 
Orenges.. -- Thousands 4,350 ' 1,675 1,900 j 95u 
Slippers... -- Pairs .. 2,000 | 10 2.250 | 225 
Suuft ° -  « Cwre. 12} 120 36 360 

Tan.. we ae 2 ote 580 | 140—C, 2 “a 
Vegetables - —-- Cnn aa / LO : } 30 
Walnuts -- Cwts .., a : ; 5 a5 
Wass esse Ge a 150; «730 | 525 52,625 
Other articles “ a a 950 si i 60e 
Total. ee eee BID . + 8,88L 
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Annex C.—Retuxy of Principal Articles of Import to Tetuan 
during the Years 1893-92. 





























1 
| 1893. 1892. 
Articles. alge 
j Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
—.— —-—___. { : — — 
‘ £ £ 
Brassand copper... aoet Cots... ace? 24 84 6 239 
Building materials .. ae | ae G41 sce 650 
Candles ere Cw... t 350 70% #0 860 
Cloth 2. eae a) Bales 2. 7 245 30 2,880 
Coffee ... oe a. Cts, 5S Zia 175 G12 
Cotton manufactures Batesand boxes 303 12,030 406 32,000 
oe Taw, and cotton. 
thread | Bales... 10 400 100 3,400 
Crockery and Rlassware ) Barrels, boxes... 
and hampers... 17 386 250 730 
Drugs ... cc ne ecw see a5 oa 660 
Flour .. 0... a we eet ITS 6,850 1,200 1,200 
Furniture 0. wee oes 450 ee 1,060 
Hardware... “i | Barrels and 
BOXES ... 135 2,106 170 2,550 
Hides ... eee oon Pieces ... eee 325 130 2,000 1,009 
EEO: ese’ iesd. pens Nets, 2,440 530 4,600 1,230 
Cals, olive snd petroieum | oof Barrels and 
ONES one ee 2,702 1,160 2,650 1,825 
Rice... ~| Ones dos uses 435 336 300 270 
Saltpetre. and ‘halt, common een 08s! eae 5,346 294 4,600 $75 
Silk, thread. and =| Sho Tree, iets 12 ’ £56 { 10 S00 
factured wos oe Pieces 160 J ae Pas 
Spices 2.00 2.2 awe Bags. boxes, 
{ andserous . 7§ 169 150 263 
Sugars... 20 eee, Corts. | 3,743 $,391 4,560 5,150 
Steed sac ass eksy Set eg ase “See 180 1S! 420 315 
Tex ww Chests...’ 105 315 140 420 
Wine, spirits, ‘andale 1 seb : obs 447 bie is 
Osher articles... 9... wnat ; sa 3,174 a 4,584 
Total... ... at ies ‘ce 36,919 iss 63,663 





Annex D.—Tasie showing Total Value of all Azticles Exported 
from and Imported to Tetuan from and to Foreign Countries 
during the Years 1893-92. 





Imports. 
Country. 


1893. 1892, 





£ £ 
Gibraltar and Great 
Britain be be 35,759 61,358 
Marseilles oe es = 350 
Spain ..  -. « 1,160 1,955 


Total o o- 36,919 63,663 











(1833) B 2 
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General trade. 


British 
merchandise. 


Cotton goods: 
sallampores. 


Cotton goods. 


Hardware, &c. 


Fusniture, 
bedsteads. 


Coffee and 
spices. 


Flour. 


Loafsugar. 


Matches, 


18 MOROCCO. 


LARAICHE. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Forde reports as follows :— 

Trade at this port and district during 1893 has been unsatis- 
factory, although the increase in imports might lead one to a 
different opinion. Several adverse circumstances have combined 
to cause this, the chief being the comparative failure of all crops on 
which our trade mostly depends. The long absence of the Sheree- 
fian Cowrt from the northern capital, the importation and circula- 
tion of largé quantities of Philippine and Spanish coin of low 
standard, the fluctuations in exchange, and latterly the Melilla 
trouble have also been prejudicial to commerce. Large imports do 
not represent a proportionate commercial prosperity in this district, 
nor does the latter derive any great benefit from them seeing that 
over 90 per cent. of all goods landed here are for transport to the 
interior, mostly Fez and Mequinez. 


Imports. 


Notwithstanding the obstacles to a healthy trade. described 
above, which, of course, carry their influence to the great com- 
mercial centres of the interior, there has been an increase in 
imports of nearly 16,0002. on 1892. Of British merchandise the 
only articles which show a decided improvement are Manchester 
goods, iron and furniture, and breadstuffs. Among the cotton 
goods were some 300 bales of sallampores, which are much used by 
the natives of Tafilet and the desert border. Better communication 
with Europe seems to have in these last years gradually educated. 
the Moors to finer taste in the selection of colours and quality of 
material in the cottons they import and wear; and we do net now 
see nearly so much of the flaring colours on coarse textures as 
formerly. The large increase in hardware, &c., from Great Britain 
is due to a quantity of utensils imported for the Sultan. The item, 
furniture, is made up mostly of iron bedsteads, which Fez and other 
town Moors are beginning to use extensively. With regard to the 
culonials, coffee and spices, if is significant that whereas Great 
Britain during the previous 10 years sent on an average 56 per 
cent. and 58 per cent. respectively more than its great rival, 
France; in 1895 the former contributed over 30 per cent. less 
coffee, and under 28 per cent. more spices than the latter. OF flour 
—included in breadstuffs—only 54ewts. out of 1,045 cwts. came from 
Great Britain ; of the remainder 953 cwts. were from France, and 
38 ewts. from Belgium. France retains its pre-eminence in the loaf 
sugar trade, seeing that of 67,274 cwts., 97} per cent. were imported 
from that cuuntry, the other 2} per cent. coming from Belgium ; 
no sugar was this year received from Germany. Some merchants 
tell me that French sugar is preferred owing to its being sweeter, 
harder, and better made than that of Belgian or German manufac- 
ture, besides being not so liable to suffer from dampness in store or 
transport. Of matches, hitherto almost a French monopoly, 1,680 
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gross of a superior quality in strong, light attractive boxes came from 
Italy. There is not much to remark respecting woollen cloth, Woollen 
except that France has again entered the market with 4,140 yards, “loth. 
worth about 3s. 6d. per yard ; that from England averaging 4s. 8d. ; 
and the 4,450 yards from Germany, 3s. 8d. Germany has established Spirits: 
in this part of Morocco a trade in spirits, having in 1893 sent 13,168 cheap aleohol 
gallons of cheap alcohol, the greater part being for transport to the Germany: 
interior towns. This quantity will probably be trebled in 1894, 
seeing that already a German steamer has landed some 12,000 
gallons before this is written. 


Exports. 


This has been a disastrous year for Laraiche and its wide 
district. in exports, on which the inhabitants depend to a large 
extent for their subsistence. The total value of all produce shipped 
in 1893, 46,6131, is the lowest in the last 25 years, except in the 
famine years, 1878-79, and the three following years. This great 
falling-off is due chiefly to a comparative failure of all grain crops 
in the district, the cause of which will be found in the agricultural 
report. During the months of February to May the supply of wheat, 
barley, dari, and millet being insufficient for the wants of these 
provinces, especially in the mountain districts and this neighbour- Beans. 
hood, all the beans left in stock from 1892 were bought up by 
the natives for local consumption as a substitute for the ordinary 
breadstuffs. Even the increase of 605 cwts. in shipments of goat- Goat-skins 
skins represent a loss to native farmers. The wool exports are woo}, 
gradually decreasing, being less than any during the last 10 years, 
except in 1884. This is not owing to any increase in the mortality 
of sheep, but to causes explained in my report of last year. A 
new feature in this year’s exports is bark for tanning, the Sultan Bark. 
having renewed permission for its shipment, which had been pro- 
hibited for many years. Of the 2,990 ewts. shipped, only 90 cwts. 
were sent to England, where it did not give a good result, 600 cwts. 
went to Gibraltar for sale in Spain, and 2,300 ewts. were shipped 
direct for Spain, where it met a ready sale. Oranges again appear Oranges. 
among our exports, and were all taken to Seville, where they fetched 
7 dol. to 10 dol. per mil. 


Shipping. 


The steam tonnage of this year shows no marked change from Steamers. 
1892, but steamers did a larger proportion of the carrying trade 
than in any previous year, and this was, doubtless, owing to the 
very limited shipments of cereals, which at this port are, as a rule, 
carried in sailing vessels. These latter consisted mostly of small 
lateen craft, only three exceeding 50 tons each. For the service of Lighterage. 
the port lighters are being built, but with the steady increase of 
imports, most of which have to be conveyed across the bar in 
lighters, the want of a small steam-tug is more than ever felt. If steam-tog 
we had one a further development of trade would certainly follow. wanted. 
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General Remarks. 


Philippine The large consignments of Philippine and Spanish (isabel) coin 
coins. brought to this country, with a corresponding disappearance from 


i 


circulation of fall standard coins (Spanish) has seriously impeded 
our commerce here during 1893. In October a premium of 20 per 
cent. had to be paid on the two former. Later on they passed at 
10 per cent.. and at present circulate on payment of 5 per cent. 
Rates of The fluctuations in exchange for English and French bills, which 
exchange. varied from 15 per cent. to 26 per cent. for former, and 14 per 
cent. to 243 per cent. for latter, caused considerable confusion and 
distrust in business. The fear of war between Spain and Morocco 
caused some uneasiness in commercial circles during the last quarter 
Insurance by Of the year. Moorish merchants have almost entirely got over 
Moors. their reluctance to insure their merchandise. although it is contrary 
to their relision. Even the Moorish Government goods for ship- 
ment are now always insured. It would oceupy too much space to 
Usury. give anything like a full account of the very serious part usury 
takes in the commerce of this country, I will merely mention 
here that a great many persons dedicate themselves exclusively to 
this business, and to an extent not even imagined in Europe. 


Agriculture. 


Crops. Up till the end of February the prospects for all crops were 
very bright, and even :uch later there were hopes of a reasonable 
harvest, but the 3 months, March, April, May, brought a complete 
change for the worse. A long drought in early spring, when rain 
was most needed, followed by a plague of locusts coibined to 
destroy all the crops in large tracts of the best grain-growing 

Locuste. provinces. In many parts the locusts ate the bean blossoms and 
the standing green wheat. When farmers began thrashing, they 
found their crops consisted mostly of straw and dry hean stalks. 
Over one-third of the bean crop, which was exceedingty small, will 
be re-sold to the natives in whose districts wheat, barley, &., have 
failed, 

Orange trees. fortunately the locusts did not settle in large numbers near 
this town, so that the young locusts, when hatched, could be pre- 
vented doing any serious injury to the orange or other fruit trees. 

Prospect for At the date of writing, it is not possible to form an idea as to 

1894. | prospects of 1894 crops. For so far the weather could not be more 
favourable for all farming operations. 

Owing to mild temperature with first rains this last autumn, 
the mortality in cattle and sheep has been less than the scanty 
pasturage towards the end of summer led us to expect; uor has 
any cattle plague appeared during the year. 
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Retuky of all Shipping at the Port of Laraiche during the Year 
1893. 
Esteagp. 


a a ee ee 
Sailing. \ Steam. Total. 








Nationality. 





Vessels. 








. { : 
Number of ; Tons.” eenese of | Tons. Number of | 
: : 
i 





British... 6 203 31 19833 ° 3 20,067 
French sic oa . sae 33 22,803 33 2,608 
Spanish 0.00 ou. 330i Ak 634 262 | «16,623 6  ' 17,255 
German pik me a ot sss 5} BIS 
Portuguese... 2 $a0 es bes 20 ' $50 
Total. oe Py 1,687 95 | «62428 4959. ~~ ~6$,415 
x forthe year . 
preceding ... 109 ‘8,602 103 62,554 212° «68,156 





Sailing. 








Nationality. . 

. Number of ; 

Vessels. | 

———--__- —-—_--__} 

British ek. eee 6 ° 

French nace eae : 
Spanish... hes 33 
German... die _ 
Portuguese... eee 2 
Total wae Gs 


-, forthe year 
preceeding... 109 





Rerurn of Principal Articles of Import to Laraiche during the 
Years 1893-92. 





1893. 1 1892. 
Articles. = 








; Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

















Manufactured ... ove 

Raw wes nes ese 
Earthenware, glass, &ec, ... 
Farniture ... one oe 
Hardware, cupper ware, Xc. 
Hides we ose ove 


Incense, perfumery, Xc. ... 


fron and steel ooo =n 
Machinery ... ese sce 
Matches... aes see 


Spirits, wine, beer, &c. ... 
Sugar a ee 


Other artcies as ees 
Total ae ioe 
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us 


Return of Principal Articles of Export from Laraiche during the 
Years 1893-92. 














| 1893. | 1892, 
Atticles Se 
| Quantity. } Value. Quantity. Value. 
£ | £ 

Bark, tan... as ies wt Cwts. on. 2,990 ryt aoe ost 
Beons Sete vudh -  eeef Quarters .. 3,505 4,609 ! 28,912 } 33,445 
Bindseed eis ct 28 4,960 16,039 3538 28,325 
Dates wee nee CESS 462 1,476 70: 195 
Ghazul (saporsceous earth) ...1 3; a] 1,802 1,202 1 420 333 
Goatskins 000 1 wee — ss 472 1,7 70 252 
Hair... 9... ef 26 j 430 } 80 BPs 
Oranges . af Mk. 1,820 1,034 see Ea 
Peas ... Quarters .. gio 1,303 6lz 1,593 
Wool— 

In grease ... A Cwts. .f 6,187 | 16,390 | 6,837 16,998 
Washed 20.00 cee nee ceef gs eS 12 | 671 sek be 
Otherarticles 6. aee Bee wad : 97 ! a 3,507 

Ca a D SS en’ 
Torah eo | bas 46,613 2 on 39,853 





TasLt showing Total Value of all Articles Exported from and 
Imported to Laraiche from and to Foreign Countries during 
the Years 1893-92. 














I Exports. | Tmports. 

, 1893. | 1892 i 1893. , 1892. 

tf o¢ : £ £ £ 
Great Britain... ..|, 25,822 52,701 109,564 , 91,244 
Prance.. .. «1 13,530 15,415 127,705 | 112,778 
Germany ne aul 224 ss 3,454 17,914 
Portugal - ek 2 ATL 15,280 oe j i 
Spain... -. «.] 4,566 6457 44, 345 
Belginm os - Se ‘ i 3,917 4,221 
Italy .2 -. as dis : 269 2,768 

ener ence 5. ee 

Total .. ..: 46,613 89,853 | 245,023 | 229,276 
£ 





RABAT. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Frost reports as follows :— 
General Considering the universal depression which has characterised 
review. commerce in 1893, it is surprising that the trade of Rabat has been 
so well maintained. It was only during the closing inonths of the 
year that imports began to fall off; but the shrinkage then became 
general, extending to all classes of goods. In addition toa sluggish 
demand, business has been greatly hampered by the constant rise 
in the rate of exchange on London and Paris, and the disorganisa- 
tion of the currency consequent on the demonetisation of certain 
coins in Spain, resulting in the complete paralysation of almost all 
mercantile operations. From this unfortunate state of affairs little 
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alleviation has yet been experienced, and merchants find themselves 
under the necessity of curtailing their travsactions within the 
smallest possible compass. Under these circumstances it appears 
probable, unless any unforeseen conditions should arise, that 1894 
will show a still worse result than the year under review. 

A remarkable absence of surf on the bar during long intervals Absence of 
rendered communication with steamers less than ordinarily diffi- 89°! on bar 
cult; and the quantity of goods over-carried to the neighbouring {1s loos 

+ at : . . ervals. 
port of Daralbaida has consequently been somewhat under the 
average. ‘The steamers of the London line coutinue to make Rabat pandon 
their first, port of call after leaving the Thames ; an arrangement steamers. 
which by its admirable working has contributed in no small 
measure to foster and develop British trade. 

British imports have fallen 25 per cent. in value, almost wholly Britis 
accounted fer by lessened arrivals of cotton goods, of which the imports: 
quantity has amounted to St4 bales, against 1.159 bales in 1892. 2 

French imports have decreased in a like ratio, due to curtailed French 


figures for loaf sugar, woollens, paper, matches, Xc. imports: 
On the other hand, imports from Germany show an advance of popehiaets om: 


#6 per cent., arising from war material in connection with the imports: 
Krupp battery in course of construction, as well as from augmented advance in 
figures for cloth, woollens, glassware, paper, &c. Excluding war 

material the increase is 70 per cent., the exact figures being 

13,6902 in 1893, compared with 7,705/ in 1892; a remarkable 

result in 2 period of severe depression, and speaking volumes for 

the energy and perseverance with which this trade has been 

pushed. 

The total value of exports shows an improvement of 20 per Exports: 
cent. on the very unfavourable return of 1892, consequent on larger improvement 
shipments of wool to France. Woot 

There is a decrease in the quantity of wool sent to Great shipments to 
Britain, which has fallen to 1,027 ewts. only, while 6,931 ewts. France. 
were destined for France. The wools of this district, although boa tits 
considered the finest in this country, appear to have fallen into Great Britain. 
disfavour with British manufacturers. who can probably supply 
themselves with colonial wools to better advantage. 

The shipments of goat-skins have fallen to a total of 360 bales Goat-skins: 
only, the demand for the Tnited States having entirely ceased for decrease in. 
the moment and the French markets being very depressed. 

The export of leather slippers, formeriy a considerable trade, has Leather 
almost entirely ceased, owing, I am told, to the fact that the Egyptian alepers : 
market, for which they weie principally destined, is now supplied Parag 
by home imade articles. This once flourishing industry has thus 
been severely crippled and many workmen thrown ont of employ- 
ment. 

Bark foak) and corkwood appear in the present return as new Bark and 
articles of export. A fair quantity of the first named has been ¢orkwood. 
stored here, and ove shipment made to France, for vhich country 
the remainder is, I hear, destined. Considerable shipments of this 
bark were made from this port 35 to <0 years ago to the United 
Kinedom. It was then a Governmert monopoly, farmed by a 

(18255, c 
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Moorish merchant. It has recently been added with corkwood to 
the list of exportable articles, and the duty fixed at 6 reals vellon 
or about 1s. per cwt. The oorkwood is of poor quality, and the 
trial shipments which have been nade to Spain and France have, 
I hear, proved unremunerative. 

The nayigation returns présent no feature calling for special 
remark, the tonnage entered and cleared beitig almost identical with 
that of the previous year. 

The imports of specie amounted to 3,6251., and the exports to 
20,5171. 

Drafts on London and Paris ruled at 15 per cent. to 28 per 
cent. over par for Spanish coin. 

Agricultural prospects are, as I write, all that could be desired, 
rain having fallen in sufficient quantity and at suitable intervals. 
Disquieting rumours of locusts in the southern provinces are 
however current, which should they be verified would seriously 
jeopardise the growing crops. As I have observed in former 
reports this is not a grain producing district, but much local 
capital is invested in the orchards and vegetable gardens which 
cover the environs, end from which, in normal years, large crops of 
oranges, grapes, &c.,are gathered. For the last two seasons the 
locust pest has completely denuded the trees of fruit and even of 
leaves, and the loss has. been severely felt by both proprietors and 
the large class who gain their livelihood as gardeners, &. The 
only orchards which escaped were those lying within the walls of 
the town, from which the voracious insect was kept at bay by 
means of strips of tin-plates built into the wall in a slanting 
position and which they could not pass. No serious measures are 
adopted for battling with the insect plague-on the open lands, as 
if would not pay land owners or tenants to incur any large ex- 
penditure, and no assistance can be expected from the Govern- 
ment. 


2erunN of all Shipping at the Port of Rabat during the Year 





























1893. 
ENTERED. 
Sailing. Steam. i Total, 
Narsianality. auc : iuiiarar i 4s - ayer le 
Nutaber of- oe Nuwber o} Number of 
Vessels. Ons Vessels. Tons. “easels. Tons. 
British won H 21 16,921 “or | 16,921 
French : 32 25,500 32 25,500 
Spanish. 1 it 10 { 8,926 il 8,937 
GermaD ne anf sen 10 6,057 10 6,657 
Gthereountries .) 7 | 259 os is 7 259 
Tal oe at e@ | 20 73; 58,008 81 | 58,274 
for the year | ' 
preceding mf 16 | m2 | 87,012 100 57,554 
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Rae SI IS PTET EIS I AIS I TEE SEIS GIES EE COROT LOE GENE DEIN ET LYSIS SI PONTE ETI ASE AIM GEILE EDEN FINE ESSE IONIAN 
Sailing. | Steam. Total. 
ey Number of eauneret | Number of 
Kumber 0 suniber o: 5 Number o 
Vessels. Tons. | Vessels, Tous. Vesacis Tons. 
Britiah ... 
French oe 
Spanish... t 
Gerinan... 
Other countries ... 59 
Tota)... 2 H 
» forthe year } : 
preceding... Ww 517 | $1 {| 5€,993 98 57,510 
i 





RETuRN of Principal Articles of Export from Rabat during the 
Years 1893-92. 



































1893. 18¢2, 
Articles. we fa nha, 3 
Quantity. i Value. ‘° Quantity. | Value. 
ec i £ 
Wool. ae aes] Cts. 7,368 22,903 3,631 15,958 
Weollen goods ... aoe, Lstles se 110 4,465 2 7,313 
Goat-skins ww we] a 350 1821 | 531 2,900 
Qsher articles ...  ... ooo ~ 5,699 ace 2,792 
— Se Se ey See 
Total .. wn ass ie 34,579, ee 28,957 





Return of Principal Articles of Import to Rabat during the 
Years 1893-92. 

















































1893. 1892. 
Articles. | 7 - 
; | Quantity. Value. Quantity. Valuc. 
‘£ £ 
Cotton goods and yarn - 3i4 69,478 3,159 98,897 
Loaf sugar eo ona CWS. we 23,484 29,205 26,768 32,256 
Tes ote wee Chests. 1,876 7,500 2,290 8, 
Cloth and woollens =... Bales and | 
caeege we 4s 3 8,242 1€3 6,666 
Candies ... oy ef Corte... 2,054 } 3,038 3,522 7,244 
Other articles... ase | 43,758 see 33,972 
Total... | . 192,931 
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TasLe showing Total Value of all Articles Exported from and 
“nported to Rabat from and te Foreign Countries during 
the Years 3893-92. 























| Exports. Imports. 
Country. . es evicons see Ste 
j t 
189s, } 1892. j 1898. 1892. 
£ e £ _£ 
Great Britain ..  ..] 29,268 i1,049 90,526 12,863 
France... 9 -. eet 28,453 | 17,095 25,738 |! 47,901 
Germany wwe 606 669 33,323 | 21,705 
Other countries + 254 154 3,324 {| 1,462 
Total .. | 34,579 28,967 161,921 | 192,932 
' § 
Frz. 


Mr. Vice-Consul McLeod reports as follows: — 


Geacral Retrospect. 


Both trade and agriculture in this district during the past year 
have presented very few satisfuctory features, and for many 
months a depression amounting almost to stagration has been 
observable, particularly in the local import trade. 

Owing to the spring of 1893 being exceptionally dry the crops 
of all sorts. of food stuffs were very scanty. 

Wheat and barley rose steadily in price until in December 
almost famine values were reached. 

The spending capacity of the masses of the population was 
therefore greatly curtailed. and trade in European articles of all 
kinds, which are not as a rule first necessities, was greatly 
diminished. 

Whin in addition to the dearth referred to a rise of 3 to 4 per 
cent. occurred in the exchange of local coin to sterling or frances, 
and the Sultan and following, amounting it is estimated to about 
30,000 persons, left the district at the end of June, it is hardly to 
be wondered at that many traders hecame seriously embarrassed, 
and that great difficulty was experienced by merchants in obtain- 
ing payments. 

Two ox three total barkzuptcies occurred. They were fortu- 
nately not of great atnount, but several suspensions of paymenis, 
the amounts varying from 1,000/. to 4,0002, occurred, while nearly 
all traders feil more then. usually into arrears, and gave occasion 
for many foreign complaints. 

The investigations in many of the above cases have shown 
conclusively that severa], deplorable abuses exist in the relation 
between the native merchants and foreigners. The facts brought 
out were :— 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


TANGIER. 27 


i. That foreign firms (in Europe} extended, in many cases, Credit. 
unreasonably large credits to native firms here. 

2. ‘That the house properties and Jands upon whose reputed Realty as 
value these credits were supposed to be justified are, in practice, #¢Urty- 
of little or no value as genuine assets, because owing to the 
dread the Moorish Government entertains of foreigners acquiring 
real estate here it has not been possible, hitherto, to get such 
assets publicly sold, or even assigned to foreigners in security. 
The owners, knowing that they will not be compelled to sell or 
assign, of course will not do so of themselves. 

Foreiguers, therefore, should be more cautious in giving small 
credits, and should get such securities assigned to them before 
giving the large credits they frequently do, otherwise they may be 
put to great inconvenience and even loss when such crises as that 
of. 1893-94 occur. 

3. The third and most serious abuse revealed is the flagrant yenry. 
misuse of the above credits by the persons to whom they are 
given. 

Interest: being forbiddex by Moslem law causes usury to be a 
profitable -business, particularly in a capital like this, where 
ceuntry farmers, besides Kaids and Governors, frequently resort 
and have need of funds wherewith to meet Governmental and 
other demands upon them. 

An easy way out of the difficulty has been found by such 
borrowers. 

They buy a quantity of staple merchandise, such as sugar OF ypocai rrade 
cottons, on 9, long credit and at an absurdly high price, say 30 
ta 50 or more per ceni, over the market value. A notarial 
document is made for the debt, and the borrower then auctions off 
the goods or (more often) sells them back to the lender, the loss 
difference amounting thus. to the interest forbidden nominaliy by 
the Moslem law. 

The harmful effecis of such transactions are self-evident. 
Many merchants get eager to buy any staple article which they 
can get on along credit: glut in the markef and rainously low 
prices to legitimate traders resulf, aud when a bad agricultural 
vear occurs the notarial documents are quite impossible to realise 
and. the jeners cannot pay their own obligations. 

This kind of transaction has been, J am told, more or less 
prevalent.zll over Morocco for a long time, but it would appear, 
for the rezsons before stated, tv be mere general here than in other 
Moorish towas. 

The year 1893 has proved almost as devoid of interest as its 
predecessor was-remarkable. No-events of historical note occurred, 
aud, particularly since the departure of the court, the district has 
been almost unvisited by European travellers, tourist, or com- 
mercial. ; 

Regarding the volume of the local trade, imports and exports, 
it is still impossible, owing to no teturus being procurable from 
the Moorish Government, to. give accurate, or even approximate 
information. 

(1823) D 
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Postal Lhe postal services initiated in 1892 by the British and: French 
service. Government, and in 1893 by the Mvorish court still continue their 


. useful work. The post run by the Moorish Government, however, 
is gerierally understood to entail cousiderable loss upon the Sultan’s 
Treasury. 

This is, doubtless, due to its inefficiency ; the Moorish post 
not taking letters for abroad nor joing in the Postal Union. 
The Moorish way too of paying the postage in money instead 
of stamps cannot be supposed to produce the best result for the 
Treasury. 


Agriculture. 


The crops of the year 1893 were all round very scanty, owing 
to the drought ia the winter and spring months, and much suffer- 
ing-ensued amcagst the peasantry. 

Lovusts. Locusts appeared in force during the summer and devoured the 
ripening olive and vine crops. 

Large numbers of the peasantry being entirely penniless by 
reason of these ravages, flocked into the city during the winter 
months, rendering the general distress even more acute. 

Prospects. The outlook now (May, 1894) is, however, encouraging. Tt is 
generally reported that unusually extensive areas have been 
ploughed, and that the ripening crop promises an abundant 
harvest. 

No cattle plague or similar pest appeared during the year 
under review. 
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